Name: Date:

Ra Sails the Sky

Reading level 6 - 192 words

People in Egypt told a story about the sun. They said it was a golden boat.
A sailor named Ra sailed the boat. Each morning, it rose over the river.
Up, up, up went the boat. Ra sailed high in the blue sky.

Down below, farmers waved at the light. The corn grew warm and green.
Then the sky turned red. The boat slid down behind the hills.

Now it was night. Ra's boat sailed on, down a dark river.

It was very, very dark. But the golden boat had a bright glow.

Helpers pulled the boat with a long rope. Slowly, slowly, it moved on.
Then a huge snake rose up. His name was Apep, and he did not like light.

Apep curled across the river. "Stop!" he hissed. "No more morning for you!"

But Ra's crew was brave. They shouted, and the bright light shone on the snake.

Apep slid back into the dark. He was driven off, and nobody was hurt.

The boat sailed on and on. The sky turned pink and gold.

The sun came up! People in Egypt smiled. The night had ended, as it always did.

Questions

1. What was the sun in the story?
A. A golden boat
B. A big bird
C. Around stone

2. Who tried to stop the boat?
A. Aking
B. A snake named Apep
C. A farmer

3. How did the boat get past Apep?
A. It sailed around him
B. It waited all day
C. The crew shouted and the light shone
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4. What did the people say this story explains?
A. Why the sun comes back each morning
B. Why the river is long

C. Why farmers plant corn

5. The story says Apep was "driven off.” What does that mean?
A. He was given a gift

B. He was sent away
C. He fell asleep

Words to know
Apep: a big snake
rope: a thick string
hiss: a snake's sound
glow: a soft light
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Answer key: Ra Sails the Sky

1. A. A golden boat

2. B. A snake named Apep

3. C. The crew shouted and the light shone
4. A. Why the sun comes back each morning
5. B. He was sent away
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